What they said: Some quotes from Labour Cabinet Ministers Past and Present on Gourock-Dunoon and Western Ferries    
(1) The Clyde crossing is also an important issue. It illustrates exactly where public service and private enterprise mix--or do not mix, as the case may be. Let me take the Secretary of State back to what happened when privatisation of the Gourock-Dunoon route was considered. An inquiry was set up because the then Secretary of State was under considerable pressure to help those who operated Western Ferries... .  Caledonian MacBrayne was made to restrict its services simply to give the private sector operator a chance. That is not fair competition. It was rigged from the start to help the private operator.... As my hon. Friend the Member for Cunninghame, North (Mr. Wilson) said, it would be nonsense to take away that part of Caledonian MacBrayne because the result would be to step up subsidies for the outer-isle services. No doubt the Secretary of State would then say that it costs more because it is in the public sector.... Mr Alastair Darling, House of Commons, Hansard, 14th December 1988

(2) "Does the right hon. and learned Gentleman accept that there is no need to fragment Caledonian MacBrayne services in that way? Does he recall the last time that the Government tried to hand the Gourock-Dunoon route to the private sector in the form of Western Ferries? He should, because he was the Minister in charge of that disaster. In the light of that experience, will he guarantee that public opinion will be consulted on this occasion?" Mr Donald Dewar House of Commons, Hansard, 30 nov 1988

(3) “The model of what Western Ferries has achieved on the Gourock/Dunoon route could well open up new opportunities for communication links between mainland and the other islands". Lord George Robertson, former trade union leader, former Labour MP and Cabinet Minister on being appointed to the Board of Western Ferries, 2nd February 2006  
